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Edward I                              PART

all watches be made as it hath been used in times past, that is to wit,
from the day of the Ascension until the day of S. Michael, in every
city by sixteen men at every gate ; in every borough, twelve men ;
every township of the open country, six or four, according to the number
of the inhabitants of the township ; and they shall watch continually
all night from the sun-setting unto the sun-rising. And if any stranger
do pass by them he shall be arrested until morning ; and if no suspicion
be found he shall go quit ; and if they find cause of suspicion, they
shall forthwith deliver him to the sheriff, and the sheriff may receive
him without incurring risk, and shall keep him safely, until he be
acquitted in due manner. And if they will not suffer themselves to be
arrested, hue and cry shall be raised against them, and such as keep
the watch shall follow with hue and cry with all the township and the
townships near, and so hue and cry shall be made from township to town-
ship, until the man be taken and delivered to the sheriff as before is said ;
and for the arrestments of such strangers none shall be punished.

V.  And further, it is commanded that highways leading from one
market town to another shall be broadened, wherever there is ditch
or underwood or bushes, so that there be neither dyke, tree, nor bush
where a man may lurk to do hurt within two hundred Coot of the one
side and two hundred foot on the other side of the way ;   so that this
statute shall not extend unto oaks, nor unto great beeches, so long as it
shall be clear underneath.    And if by default of the lord that will not
abate the dyke, underwood, or bushes, in the manner aforesaid, any
robberies be done therein, the lord shall be answerable ;  and if murder
be done the lord shall pay a fine at the king's pleasure.     And if the
lord be not able to fell the underwoods, the country shall aid him
therein.    And the king willeth that in his demesne lands and woods,
within his forest and without, the ways shall be enlarged, as before is
said.    And if perchance a j>ark be near to the highway, it is requisite
that the lord shall minish his park the space of two hundred foot from
the highways, as before is said, or that he make such a wall, dyke, or
hedge that offenders may not pass, nor return to do evil.

VI.  And further it is commanded that every man have in his house
harness for to keep the peace, according to the ancient assize ;   that is
to say, every man between fifteen years of age and sixty years, shall be
assessed and sworn to arms according to the quantity of their lands
and goods ;   that is to wit, from fifteen librates of lands, and goods
worth forty marks, an hauberk,  an helm of iron, a sword,  a knife,
and a horse ;   and from ten librates of lands, and twenty marks of
goods, an hauberk, an helm of iron, a sword, and a knife ;   and from
five pound lands, a doublet, an helm of iron, a sword, and a knife ;
and from forty shillings of land up to a hundred shillings, a sword,
a bow and arrows,  and a knife ;   and he that hath less than forty
shillings of land yearly shall be sworn to   keep cutlasses,  halberds,
knives, and other less weapons ;   and he that hath less than twenty
marks in goods, shall have swords, knives, and other less weapons ;
and all other that may shall have bows and arrows out of the forest,
and in the forest bows and bolts.    And that view of arms be made
every  year two  times.    And in  every  hundred and franchise two
constables shall be chosen to make the view of arms ;   and the con-
stables aforesaid shall present before the justices assigned, when they